
Palazzo Ducale Guarini 
PUGLIA  
Scorrano 

A superb historic oasis in the centre of a charming Puglia town. 

The ground floor suites of historic Palazzo Ducale Guarini, parts of which date back 

to the 14th century, has been beautifully restored to offer an extremely high standard 

of accommodation. The elegant interiors, the mature, beautifully tended walled 

gardens and the inviting pool all make for a privileged, refined atmosphere. 

"There are not enough superlatives to describe Palazzo Ducale Guarini! I find 

it hard to put our experience into words actually! It is absolutely jaw dropping 

beautiful. The extensive gardens are extraordinary. The rooms are exquisite; 

the taste and elegance of the furnishings and the artwork, the architecture; 

really, it is all simply magnificent. No stone has been left unturned in terms of 

comfort. One wants for nothing here. The owners like to come and meet their 

guests and they are both charming and affable. The linens are lovely; the bed 

is supremely comfortable, the smooth plaster of the floors are lovely and make 

for cool, silent steps. The ceilings are incredible; works of art in themselves. 

The light coming in to the side of the house in which are bedroom was situated 

made for a glorious start to the morning. The kitchen is incredibly well 

equipped with marvellous sharp knives, every cooking utensil you could want 

and very modern appliances. The lighting fixture in the dining room is a work 

of art; made by the owner herself. It was my favourite room in the house and 

though the stunning gardens beckoned us for breakfast, we always ate in the 

dining room as it is simply magnificent! She created all of the dishes and light 

fixtures throughout the villa and one can only be awed by her limitless talents. 

 

Sleeps 12

Bedrooms 6

Bathrooms 4

Rated  

Service

Daily maid service and mid-week linen change

Features

Historic Palazzo in Town 

Large Private Garden 

Swimming Pool

Nearby

Shops and Restaurants 

Beaches at Otranto 

Maglie and Lecce



The villa is very large and one would be very comfortable with a group of 

people or if you are couple like we were, you will enjoy the spaciousness! 

They've thought of everything! One is invited to sample the wine produced by 

the owner's winery and if you fall in love with the bottle you are gifted upon 

arriving, You will find yourself not wanting to leave the villa. You can station 

yourself in any one of the many comfortable seating areas and just enjoy the 

fine wine and the elegance in which you are lucky enough to find yourself. 

This is a unique property which we fell in love with. It felt like a privilege to 

stay for a week and we are already planning when we can return again. We 

want to share it with our friends; we want to encourage everyone who may be 

considering Puglia as a vacation destination to consider staying here. I have 

never in all my years, been so overwhelmed by the beauty of a place in which 

to stay on holiday. Stay here! You will never regret a second of it because at 

every turn of your head, your eye will light on something truly beautiful. It is 

romantic, sparkling clean, quiet, exquisite! We cherish the memories we made 

here!" Lorraine Quast, Canada, October, 2016 

Palazzo Ducale Guarini in the press: 
AD France, June-July 2016 >> 

Destination I Do, Spring 2016 >> 

New York Times, December 2015 >> 

Architectural Digest, July 2011 >> 



Palazzo Ducale Guarini 
PUGLIA  
Scorrano 
About the Villa

Inside: guest accommodation is on the ground floor of Palazzo Ducale Guarini with 

most rooms directly accessing the wonderful gardens. The main entrance takes one 

into a generously proportioned hall, whose high vaulted ceilings, pristine white walls 

and immaculate finish set the tone for the rest of the property. Five broad steps lead 

up to an elegant, luminous drawing room with French windows opening out into the 

gardens. A small hallway accessed from the drawing room leads to the first 

bedroom, Foglia, a double with an en-suite shower room and doors leading out to the 

gardens. Back in the drawing room a second door leads to the 14th century heart of 

the palazzo, now home to a voluminous living area with open fireplace and an 

inviting TV corner. The living area flows into the impressive barrel-vaulted dining 

room, which is served by a well-equipped kitchen. A corridor leads from the dining 

room to an internal winter garden, which provides access to two more bedrooms. To 

the left is Stella, a double with en-suite shower room and a sitting area in front of a 

fireplace, while to the right, up a few steps, is Luna, a suite comprising a double 

bedroom and a sitting room leading to an en-suite shower room. The sitting room, 

which also accesses the garden, may be transformed into a twin (the fourth 

bedroom) and is suitable for children whose parents are staying in Luna. The fifth 

bedroom, Seme, is a double with en-suite shower room, accessed only from the 

gardens. A stone spiral staircase leads from Seme to the sixth and final bedroom, a 

twin bedroom with low ceilings, suitable for children whose parents are sleeping 

below. 

Outside: much of your time at Palazzo Ducale Guarini will undoubtedly be spent in 

the superb private garden, which is very much at the centre of life. It is an historic 

garden based on the original 19th century plan and features a vast array of trees and 

plants, including some unexpected and rare species. Following the paths between the 

trees and flowering plants one soon comes across an antique fountain, a vegetable 

garden from which you may pluck produce for your meals, and, the lovely pool, built 

where there was once an irrigation basin. Near to the pool is a dining area, an 

outdoor kitchen and a large covered sitting. Breakfast may be taken at the wrought 

iron tables in the shade of the citrus trees to one side of the house. Walk out of 

Palazzo Ducale Guarini and you're in the middle of Scorrano, a charming town to 

explore. 

= yes/present = optional/on 
request

Amenities

Accommodates (max)  12 

Bedrooms  6 

Flexible doubles/twins  6 

Bathrooms  4 

... of which en suite  4 

Daily cleaning   
Cook   
Pool (LxW in metres) * 12x6 

Air Conditioning **  
Open fireplace   
Washing machine   
Dishwasher   
Microwave oven   
Satellite TV   
Stereo   
DVD Player   
ADSL Wi-Fi Internet [?] ***  
iPod docking station   
Barbecue   
Vegetable garden   
Shopping service   
Cookery classes   
The Thinking Traveller local support 24/7   
Walking distance to restaurant(s)   
Walking distance to shop(s)   

*single depth 1.4m. Pool open from 
Easter to end of October 
**in the bedrooms 
***in the communal areas and bedrooms 
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Exploring the local Area

One of the great attractions of Palazzo Ducale Guarini is its location in the centre of 

the town of Scorrano, which has a charming square, a market, an osteria/restaurant 

and assorted bars and shops. Scorrano itself is in an excellent position for exploring 

all that Salento has to offer. It's just twenty minutes drive from the fortress city of 

Otranto on the Adriatic coast, and half an hour from "the capital of Baroque" that is 

Lecce. The neighbouring town of Maglie, just 3km up the road, is a jewel of 

Baroque in itself, and famous locally for its evening passeggiata and all the 

fashionable activity that goes with that. The Ionian cost is not far either, with the 

stunning town of Gallipoli just 40 minutes drive away. 

Think About

Between 4th-9th July the centre of Scorrano plays host to a spectacular festival of 

illuminations in celebration of Santa Domenica. Famous for its production of 

decorative lights used in hundreds of towns and villages all over Italy for local 

celebrations, Scorrano's festival is quite something. Apart from the illuminations, 

there is food, wine, processions, music and a great atmosphere. 

Palazzo Ducale Guarini provides totally private accommodation for up to 8 people in 

four double rooms. The palazzo can sleep up to12 people. However, since the fourth 

and sixth bedrooms use bathrooms accessed through the third and fifth bedrooms, 

these bedroom pairs may be most suitable for families with children as some loss of 

privacy may incur. 

A small, very minor road running past the far end of the garden can occasionally be 

heard in the pool area, though does not, in our experience or that of our many clients, 

disturb. 

Distances

Brindisi Airport: 84km - 52miles - 1hr10 

Bari Airport: 199km - 125miles - 2hr25 

Beaches at Otranto: 20km - 12miles - 20mins 

Maglie: 3km - 2miles - 8mins 

Lecce: 34km - 21miles - 30mins 

Gallipoli: 31km - 19miles - 40mins 
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Reviews:

Average score of 25 ratings Standard and quality of the property: 4.7 / 5 

4.8 / 5 = 96% Setting, grounds and views: 4.9 / 5 

Value for money: 4.8 / 5 

 Michael Bizzell, Ireland21 April 17 

"A wonderful family experience, hosts were lovely and all support staff we 

met including cooks, housemaids etc. were extremely friendly and helpful."

 Jean-Bernard Wurm, Switzerland17 September 

16 

"Palazzo Ducale Guarini is absolutely outstanding. It turned out better than 

our expectations."

 Antoine Mercier, France13 August 16 

"Palazzo Ducale Guarini - and the garden - is just a dream of refinement, 

comfort and services. The host are lovely as well as the maids, gardner and 

cook. The location is great because in the heart of the nicest towns to visit 

and beaches. Being right in the center of the village is a must when you 

want to enjoy shopping fresh goods walking."

 Janet Farebrother , 4 June 16 

"It was the most wonderful experience. The staff and the owners spend 

time making sure we were welcome and we were invited to the winery and 

the pottery workshop. The service was wonderful and we couldn't have 

been better looked after. Being in the town was great as we could just shop 

around the corner and we had time to enjoy an ordinary town and meet its 

friendly people. The in villa meal was an excellent experience which we all 

enjoyed and I would recommend it for a large group of people."

 Sarah Crowley, 19 September 15 

"The staff were fantastic and the rooms fabulous."

 Katherine Britton, 27 June 15 

"We loved Palazzo Ducale Guarini and hope to be able to go again. The in-

villa cook provided a wonderful meal and a great way to start our holiday. 

We might do it more next time."

 Christopher Law, 28 September 13 

"A perfect villa. Perfect hosts. Perfect staff. Perfect Puglia."

 Tamela Schmalz, 10 August 13 

"The town of Scorrano was great. The owners were very nice and friendly. 

The villa was beautiful and very clean."

 Peter Johnson, 15 September 12 

"Excellent."

 Daren Harrison, 27 August 11 

 Michael Quast, Canada1 October 16 

"There are not enough superlatives to describe Palazzo Ducale Guarini! I 

find it hard to put our experience into words actually! It is absolutely jaw 

dropping beautiful. The extensive gardens are extraordinary. The rooms are 

exquisite; the taste and elegance of the furnishings and the artwork, the 

architecture; really, it is all simply magnificent. No stone has been left 

unturned in terms of comfort. One wants for nothing here. The owners like 

to come and meet their guests and they are both charming and affable. The 

linens are lovely; the bed is supremely comfortable, the smooth plaster of 

the floors are lovely and make for cool, silent steps. The ceilings are 

incredible; works of art in themselves. The light coming in to the side of the 

house in which are bedroom was situated made for a glorious start to the 

morning. The kitchen is incredibly well equipped with marvellous sharp 

knives, every cooking utensil you could want and very modern appliances. 

The lighting fixture in the dining room is a work of art; made by the owner 

herself. It was my favourite room in the house and though the stunning 

gardens beckoned us for breakfast, we always ate in the dining room as it is 

simply magnificent! She created all of the dishes and light fixtures 

throughout the villa and one can only be awed by her limitless talents. The 

villa is very large and one would be very comfortable with a group of 

people or if you are couple like we were, you will enjoy the spaciousness! 

They've thought of everything! One is invited to sample the wine produced 

by the owner's winery and if you fall in love with the bottle you are gifted 

upon arriving, You will find yourself not wanting to leave the villa. You can 

station yourself in any one of the many comfortable seating areas and just 

enjoy the fine wine and the elegance in which you are lucky enough to find 

yourself. This is a unique property which we fell in love with. It felt like a 

privilege to stay for a week and we are already planning when we can 

return again. We want to share it with our friends; we want to encourage 

everyone who may be considering Puglia as a vacation destination to 

consider staying here. I have never in all my years, been so overwhelmed 

by the beauty of a place in which to stay on holiday. Stay here! You will 

never regret a second of it because at every turn of your head, your eye will 

light on something truly beautiful. It is romantic, sparkling clean, quiet, 

exquisite! We cherish the memories we made here!"

 Peter Lawrence, United Kingdom3 September 16 

"Loved the property and service. Excellent maid."

 Fiona Pringle, 25 June 16 

"Palazzo Ducale Guarini is a beautiful place to stay. Scorrano is a fantastic 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Very enjoyable stay in a lovely property - can't fault anything with the 

whole experience."

little local town! Altogether a very peaceful , calm area of Italy. Happy 

times away with the family."

 Anon, 26 September 15 

"Palazzo Ducale Guarini is simply unique - an oasis in the charming borgo 

of Scorrano."

 Helen Sheridan, 15 August 15 

"We loved the Palazzo, and the owners were charming, gracious and 

hospitable. It was expensive but everything was first class. Our holiday? 

There are probably no more superlatives left to use! We are recommending 

The Thinking Traveller to friends."

 Philip Spencer, 19 July 14 

"It was the best ever! Palazzo Guarini was the star and we spent many 

happy hours in its peaceful surroundings. Also its proximity to the village 

shops etc. in Scorrano for our breakfast buns was ideal... The villa provided 

the perfect place for 3 generations to be together or, at times, separate."

 Walter Rupinski, 7 September 13 

"Grounds were outstanding, rooms were good. We didn't use the inside 

living areas very much because we had great weather."

 Shelley Hornstein, 20 July 13 

"An exceptional property."

 Miranda Mcwhirter, 25 August 12 

"We loved the holiday and enjoyed the authenticity of the area."
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